Morton Parish Council Meeting 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall, Morton, Derbyshire, on Wednesday 18th February 2025 at 7.00pm
[bookmark: _Hlk504649976]Present Cllr J Funnell Chair, Cllr P Kitcher, Cllr S Wright, Cllr N Radford, Cllr A Glenn Vice Chair, Cllr S Barraclough, Cllr K Gilliott and Cllr A Cooper - North East Derbyshire, Cllr D Muizelaar – Derbyshire County Councillor and Amanda-Jayne Pike – Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 

In Attendance- Members of the public (9) 
	[bookmark: _Hlk536778126][bookmark: _Hlk6680599]01/02/2026- Apologies for Absence from Parish Councillors 
Cllr P Kitcher


	02/02/2026- Apologies for Absence from District and County Councillors 
[bookmark: _Hlk148707263]Cllr D Higgon– North East Derbyshire No apologies


	03/02/2026- Declaration of Members’ Interest 
Members are requested to declare the existence and nature of any disclosable pecuniary interest and/or other interest, not already on their register of interests, in any item on the agenda and withdraw from the meeting at the appropriate time, or to request a dispensation.
Cllr A Glenn – MCCC Community Grant  


	04/02/2026- Public Speaking – (10 Minutes)

Nil 

05/02/2026- County Councillor Update or Questions 
Derbyshire County Council has approved a smaller council tax rise than originally planned. Reform UK, agreed to a rise of 4.9% - a 0.09% difference from the 4.99% previously proposed - amid criticism from councillors at the meeting (NEDCC). The revised tax rise is a saving of roughly £1.47 for the average household in Derbyshire, or roughly 3p a week. Band D properties will see an increase of about £80 to their bill. The maximum increase allowed is 4.99% without holding a local referendum. 
An independent report indicates that council tax must rise as part of the government settlement scheme. DDC has no option but to increase council tax; otherwise, they risk losing many government grants.


	06/02/2026– District Councillor Update or Questions 
North East Derbyshire District Council has formally finalised its approved council tax plans for the 2025-26 financial year with a 2.99% increase making in 6p per week Band D rise.  
Each household will receive a brown 23-litre kerbside food waste caddy, containing usage instructions and a roll of food waste bags. No extra cost.
A meeting regarding the solar farm was held on Monday with the parish council and a Consultant Planner for North East Derbyshire to discuss the appeal concerning views from the Pit Top and Evershill Lane. Additionally, North East Derbyshire District Council has engaged a landscape consultant to provide further expertise.  
The Local Plan outlines the vision, planning policies, and site allocations that will shape development in the area through 2034, making it important for parish councillors to participate actively. Additionally, the parish should write to NEDDC to request a change of land use from industrial to recreational purposes for the Pit top.
Local government restructure – There are 5 proposals in this consultation Derbyshire County Council proposed 1 unitary council comprising the current areas of: Amber Valley, Bolsover, Chesterfield, Derby, Derbyshire Dales, Erewash, High Peak, North-East Derbyshire, and South Derbyshire. North-East Derbyshire District Council proposed 2 unitary councils. This includes a request to split existing district council areas between the proposed new councils. These would comprise the current areas of:
Northern Derbyshire: Bolsover, Chesterfield, Derbyshire Dales, High Peak, North-East Derbyshire plus 21 parishes from Amber Valley, Southern Derbyshire: Derby, Erewash, South Derbyshire plus 14 parishes from Amber Valley

	

	07/02/2026– Minutes – Approved

a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting 19th November 2025 - Approved


	08/02/2026- Exclusion of Press and Public

To determine whether any item on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded. If the Council decides to exclude the public, it will be necessary to pass a resolution in the following terms:
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, to consider a resolution to exclude the press and public from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss the item.”


	09/02/2026– Clerk Report - (including actions from previous meeting. All items discussed)
FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
a) Crime Figures  
	October (2) Area
	Amount
	

	Evershill Lane 
	1
	Violence and sexual offences 

	Sitwell Villa 
	1
	Violence and sexual offences

	November (3) Area
	
	

	Back Lane
	1
	Criminal Damage 

	Evershill Lane 
	2
	Violence and Sexual Offences 

	December (8)  Area
	
	

	Penfold Way
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences

	Station Road
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences

	New Street
	1
	Criminal Damage 

	Back Lane 
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences

	Holland Close 
	1
	Other Theft 

	Evershill Lane 
	1
	Public Order

	
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences

	Stretton Road
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences



b) Outstanding                                                                                                                FS753273116 Hedge at the Orchard    - Still outstanding Cllr D Muizelaar to chase                                                                         FS729540057 Morton Bus Shelter       - Still outstanding Cllr D Muizelaar to chase                                                                               FS751801181 Bacchus way Fence       - Not DDC land                                                                          FS770339639 /CD/RC/783153955       Village Hall Light     - RESOLVED                                                                                   FS 770339458 /CD/RC/783155804       Davidson Lamppost – Contractor to resolve                                                                       
c) Playground Slide Painting 2nd – awaiting quotes
d) Website – ongoing progress
e) Percept confirmed   
f) Messenger invoices to be paid 
g) Field gate unlocked- resolved
h) Dog bins all replaced – Cricket field to be checked 
i) Update dog waste situation – ongoing 
j) Solar Farm Appeal letter 
k) Internal audit – new internal auditor -3 accountants review – J&S Marriott and Co were approved – No conflict of interest raised by councillors  
l) Grit bin complaints – quote to be completed by clerk for next meeting 
m) New Street Playground Lease – Finalised
n) North Midland Knights	- Grants details to be supplied to progress further 

10/02/2026 Items for Discussion / Approval 

         

	a)	Update on Sports field - Owing to recent weather conditions, there are still two days of work required to complete the land drainage. The pitch needs to be stripped, levelled with a laser, and reseeded before further assessment for a £25,000 grant can proceed. Additional repairs are necessary for the drain beneath the bridge. A lottery grant has been awarded for the nature and sensory walk path, with £17,000 allocated; however, the quote from JCBalls was £60,000. The site remains generally muddy due to ongoing rainy weather, and progress is dependent on improved conditions. CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
b)	Woodland Sensory and footpath update please see agenda point 10(A)
c)	Update Coal Board – Awaiting decision to Lease or gift land – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
d)	Solar Farm Appeal - Please see District Councillor update - RESOLVED
e)	Budget 2026/2027 – Discussed amendments to be made – Approved - RESOLVED
f)	Parking on the pavement - Meeting with the police Monday 23rd – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETNG
g)	Bonfire Night Date confirmation and cost – 1st November Budget of 3k Approved - RESOLVED
h)	Bus SC Travel – Discussed Cllr J Funnell to see if appetite for this within the village - CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
i)	Christmas Lights – No further monies to be spend 2026 - RESOLVED
j)	Parking Obstructions -Meeting with the police Monday 23rd - RESOLVED
k)	Red Brick Lane Signage 
l)	Community Grant – Cricket Club to be paid - RESOLVED
m)	Community Grant – Mortonfest - RESOLVED

11/02/2026 Finance 


	Balance on statement £ £37,503.16   6th December 2025
a) Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	DD
	IONOS
	Support and Storage 
	21.27
	25.52

	ONLINE
	Timberfella
	Inv 401
	345.00
	345.00

	ONLINE
	A J Pike
	Salary Dec
	448.80
	448.80

	ONLINE
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	ONLINE
	St Johns Ambulance 
	Bonfire Night
	143.00
	171.60

	ONLINE
	Instant Ink 
	11th October – 10th November
	11.24
	13.49

	ONLINE
	Instant Ink 
	11th September – 10th October
	11.24
	13.49

	DD
	NEDCC
	Church Lane Dog Bin
	383.12
	459.74

	DD
	PWLB
	Payment 
	4,140.36
	4,140.36

	DD
	ICO
	Subscription 
	47.00
	47.00

	ONLINE
	Civic Pride 
	Christmas lights
	5,500.00
	6,600.00

	ONLINE
	Cllr J Funnell
	Cartridges
	26.56
	31.98

	ONLINE
	Timberfella
	Inv 407
	150.00
	150.00

	1918
	Village Hall 
	Community Grant 
	500.00
	500.00



Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value £

	Cash 
	Bonfire Float 
	250.00

	Firework Night
	Gate
	3,294.10

	Wood Donation 
	Bonfire Wood
	25.00

	
	
	


 

a) Bank reconciliation for period ending 5th December 2025
b) Budget for period ending 5th December 2025




Balance on statement £36,761.89 6th January 2026
Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	DD
	IONOS
	Storage and support
	
	25.52

	ONLINE
	Post Office 
	Postage
	27.20
	27.20

	ONLINE
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	ONLINE
	A J Pike
	Salary December 
	448.80
	448.80

	ONLINE
	Nat West
	Charges
	40.95
	40.95

	ONLINE
	Timberfella
	INV 413
	65.00
	65.00



Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value

	
	
	


 

c) Bank reconciliation for period ending 6th January 2026
d) Budget for period ending 6th January 2026

Balance on statement £60,068.89 on 6th February 
Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	DD
	IONOS
	Storage and Support
	
	28.52

	ONLINE
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	ONLINE
	A J Pike
	Salary January
	448.80
	448.80

	ONLINE
	HAGS
	Playground repairs
	
	834.52

	ONLINE
	Nat West
	Charges 
	2.70
	2.70

	ONLINE
	Timberfella
	INV 416
	70.00
	70.00

	ONLINE
	A J Pike
	Salary Feb
	448.80
	448.80

	ONLINE
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80



Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value £

	Grant Sports Field 
	Grant
	17,764.00

	Averill Farm 
	Grant 
	7,643.74


 

e) Bank reconciliation for period ending 6th February 2026
f) Budget for period ending 6th February 2026

	
12/02/2026 Planning 

No Objections 

13/02/2026 DALC

a) December 2025, January and February 2026  

14/02/2026 Correspondence (all councillors in receipt of correspondence)

· NALC Newsletter
· DALC Newsletter
· NALC Events   
· NALC Chief executive Bulletin
· NE Development – Planning 
· District and Parish Liaison Meeting 
· Chief Executive Bulletin
· Links CVS
· Support Requested: Community Engagement for Simpler Recycling Scheme (March 2026)
· Invitation to Parish Council Focus Group – NE Derbyshire Local Plan
· Mayor Transport Survey - Morton Bus Service (Case Ref: NF05312)
· Bolsover District Council Tree and Woodland Strategy – public consultation
· East Midlands Combined County Authority: Mayor's Transport Plan Consultation
· Derbyshire’s Holiday Activity and Food Programme: December 2025
· Consultation on proposed age range expansion at Morton Primary Academy
· Adoption Notification - Successful Healthy Places SPD (December 2025)
· Winter Maintenance Information - Parish & Town Councils
· North East Derbyshire Parish/ Town Council survey; Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sports Strategy
· STEP Fusion – Pre-Application Stage One Consultation: 14 January to 11 March 2026
· Query: bus routes
· Road Resurfacing
· Mayoral Stakeholder Newsletter: 30 January 2026
· Action for Hedgehogs: A Ready-Made Biodiversity Solution for Your Council - Hedgehog House Package
· NEDDC PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE
· Public Transport services transfer to EMCCA
· Latest Grants & Funding Opportunities to Improve Play Spaces | Sovereign Play


15/02/2026 Reports from Parish Council Members on outside bodies.

a) Update Holy Cross Church – No update 
b) Update Morton Primary School- The school received more applications than available spaces for the new year. An Ofsted assessment is upcoming, and the new classroom is operational.  
c) Update Speed Watch – due to weather condition no speed watch  
d) Update Village Hall – Busy 
e) Update on Village Hall Committee Meeting – minutes have been sent to the clerk  


	16/02/2026 Any items for the meeting to be held on 18th March 2026
a) Footpaths 
b) Local Plan
	Meeting Closed 20.51pm






