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Morton Annual Parish Council Minutes 

Minutes of the meeting of Morton Parish Council held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.30 pm at the Village Hall, Main Road, Morton. 
PRESENT 
[bookmark: _Hlk504649976]Cllr J Funnell Chair, Cllr A Glenn, Cllr N Radford, Cllr S Wright, Cllr L Hyatt, Cllr K Kozlowski, Amanda-Jayne Pike – Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer, Cllr S Barraclough and Cllr P Kitcher
IN ATTENDANCE 
Derbyshire County Councillor- (Cllr D Muizelaar)
N E Derbyshire District Councillor (Cllr A Cooper and Cllr K Gilliott)
Members of the public (3) 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None 

01/05/2026– CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
Meeting started at 18.30pm
Chairman Cllr J Funnell opened the meeting and welcomed everyone for attending 

02/05/2026- MINUTES
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th May 2025 were confirmed as a true and accurate record.

[bookmark: _Hlk103939996]03/05/2026– CHAIRMAN REPORT AND FINANCE REPORT 2025/2026
 
Welcome to the AGM for Morton Parish Council. 

The Parish Council continues to meet on a regular basis and is responsible for the Village precept which is used to support essential services for the Community. 
These include village improvements including grass cutting, dog waste, playground equipment, village events, Christmas lights, hanging baskets, Community Grants and clerk salary.

I would like to welcome the new members who have joined the council and contact details are on the village notice board. 
New members are always welcome and can be coopted onto the Parish Council at any time.

Finances 2025/2026
The total budget for last year was just over £71.000 which is controlled by the Parish Council. Each year the budget is agreed by the Parish Council and monitored at our monthly meetings
Precept 
The precept for 2026/27 has been set at £75,000
A balanced budget is maintained each year with the main spending
Activities being on -
Clerk Salary – grass cutting – Dog waste bins – Community Grants –
Hanging Baskets – Christmas Lights – Parish Activities – Public Works Loan.
The Council also supports village events and special projects.

Events 
Last year’s successful events included a very well attended Bonfire Night, Halloween, Morton Fun Day, Christmas Market and Seniors Dinner are all planned again for 2026. 
Bonfire Night was especially well attended but unfortunately due to bad weather the Christmas Market attendance was limited although Santa was well supported.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council continues to review and input if required on planning applications affecting the village. 
The Solar Farm application was finally rejected after appeal and a big thankyou to everyone involved especially the residents who submitted 
objections  

Community Grants – 
The Council continues to support local organisations with the Community Grants in accordance with the Council’s Grant Awards Policy. The Council’s aim is to distribute grants in a way that is fair and accountable to enable many groups to benefit. £7000 has been reserved for grant in the coming year so any group looking for support please contact the parish clerk
Community Projects supported so far this year have included
•	Morton Performing Arts
•	Morton Primary School summer event
•	Morton Monkeys play group

funding application forms can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.

Special Projects

Morton Colliery update – after several years final agreement has been reached with the Coal Authority to lease the old pit tip to the Parish Council. Legal documents are being prepared ready for signing.
$00 trees originally planned for the area have been planted on the side of the pit tip.

Football Field
Preliminary work has begun on the old football playing fields and options are under review. Contact has been made with Sports Uk and the Football Federation to explore any grant opportunities.
Stage one to redirect the footpath is underway and a lottery grant of £17k will help fund the project. 

55 BUS
Unfortunately, despite the efforts of everyone the 55Bus is still not operating through Morton. Supported by the petition with over 650 signatures meetings have been held with the local District and County Councillors, Bolsover MP and the East Midlands Mayor.
Although everyone supported the reinstatement of the Bus nothing has happened so far.   


I would like to end with a big thankyou to my fellow councillors for all the work which they carry out to make sure your council runs so well. They don’t just turn up once a month for a meeting but undertake a lot of background work around the parish and I thank them for the support they give. A full listing of the roles and responsibilities to be undertaken by your councillors have been agreed for 2026/27.

I would also like to make a special mention to Amanda-Jayne Pike our Clerk. I thank her for all the work she has done and for keeping us all in line and well informed.

But what is important to us are you, the residents, you are what makes Morton the community we all want to live in.
If anyone is interested, we still have vacancies to fill on the Parish Council, contact the clerk if you want further details.
Meetings are held monthly in the rectory rooms, and everyone is welcome to attend

Enjoy the Summer stay safe and take care
Councillor John Funnell
Chairman of Morton Parish Council 2025/26


[bookmark: _Hlk198679564]04/05/2026– These matters were included in Chairman report. 

05/05/2026– 
Church – Committee keeps Parish Council informed 
Morton Primary School - New Classroom built and nursery started
Speedwatch – Going strong some councillors still need training 
Village Hall – £24,000 income but expenditure was higher. High energy bills 

06/05/205 AOB - None  

07/05/2026– Close of meeting 19.30pm




20th May 2025
