Morton Parish Council Meeting 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall, Morton, Derbyshire, on Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 7.30pm
[bookmark: _Hlk504649976]Present Cllr J Funnell Chair, Cllr P Kitcher, Cllr A Glenn Vice Chair, Cllr S Barraclough, Cllr K Gilliott and Cllr A Cooper - North East Derbyshire, and Amanda-Jayne Pike – Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 

In Attendance- Members of the public (1) 
	[bookmark: _Hlk536778126][bookmark: _Hlk6680599]01/11/2025- Apologies for Absence from Parish Councillors 
Cllr S Wright and Cllr N Radford 


	02/11/2025- Apologies for Absence from District and County Councillors 
[bookmark: _Hlk148707263]Cllr D Higgon– North East Derbyshire No apologies
Cllr D Muizelaar – Derbyshire County Councillor


	03/11/2025- Declaration of Members’ Interest 
Members are requested to declare the existence and nature of any disclosable pecuniary interest and/or other interest, not already on their register of interests, in any item on the agenda and withdraw from the meeting at the appropriate time, or to request a dispensation.
Cllr A Glenn – MCCC Community Grant  


	04/11/2025- Public Speaking – (10 Minutes)

Issues persist with dog waste, unleashed dogs in parks, and dogs behaving aggressively. This was discussed to be reported to NEDCC and NEDCC rules to be put on Facebook.

05/11/2025- County Councillor Update or Questions 
Not present 

	06/11/2025– District Councillor Update or Questions 
The NEDCC plan proposes replacing Derbyshire’s 9 councils and boroughs with two new unitary authorities: one for North Derbyshire (Amber Valley, Derbyshire Dales, High Peak, Chesterfield, NEDDC, Bolsover) and one for South Derbyshire (Derby City, South Derbyshire, Erewash). The aim is to streamline local government. Key dates are: 2025—final proposal submission; 2026—government feedback and decision; 2027—shadow council elections (parish council election timing to be confirmed with DALC); 2028—new councils operational. The DDC proposal will restructure local government in Derbyshire by replacing the current two-tier system with a single unitary authority. Solar Farm appeal has been presented no further details at moment.

	

	07/11/2025– Minutes – Approved

a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting 15th October 2025 - Approved


	08/11/2025- Exclusion of Press and Public

To determine whether any item on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded. If the Council decides to exclude the public, it will be necessary to pass a resolution in the following terms:
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, to consider a resolution to exclude the press and public from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss the item.”


	09/11/2025– Clerk Report - (including actions from previous meeting. All items discussed)
a) Crime figures – September (5)

	Area 
	Amount
	

	New Street
	1
	Violence and sexual offences

	Sitwell Villas
	2
	Violence and sexual offences

	Evershill Lane 
	2
	Violence and sexual offences

	
	
	Theft from a person 



b)        Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam treatment letter update - Plant died down not further action till spring - RESOLVED
c)	 FS case 753273116 Hedge the Orchard - Reported to Cllr D Muizelaar under investigation – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
d)	 FS case 753219150 19 21 Main Rd Hedge – Enforcement letter sent - RESOLVED
e)	 FS case 729540057 Trees overhanging Bus Shelter Morton Grange – Work to be completed – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
f)	 FS case 751801181 Bachus Way Fence – Reported to Cllr D Muizelaar under investigation – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
g)	 FS case 754972970 Blocked Drain - RESOLVED
h)	 FS case 754695719 Road Sweep - RESOLVED
i)	 Fence behind bus stop Station Rd cut back contact – Awaiting work to be completed - RESOLVED
j)	 Playground slide painting – 2nd quote – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING  
k)	 Morton Messenger invoices – Cllr S Wright to be produced invoice details - RESOLVED
l)	 Website – Ongoing – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
m)	 Davidsons drain fallout – Calls made - RESOLVED
n)	 Dog waste bins quote – Approved - RESOLVED
o)	 Objection letter 24, Evershill Lane – Send - RESOLVED
p)	 Meeting starts at 7pm from January 2026 - RESOLVED

10/11/2025 Items for Discussion / Approval 

a) Update on Sports field - Weather has delayed the final excavator work, causing the completion schedule to be pushed back. Persistent rain has created a wet patch on the pitch, which is currently being investigated to determine the extent of the issue and identify any necessary remediation efforts. Bridge drainage operations are also on hold, as they can only commence safely and effectively once conditions have improved. – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
b) Parking on the pavement – Cllr J Funnell has discussed with PTSO – RESOLVED
c)  JC Balls have offered a £2,500 discount to lay a nature footpath, although their overall quotation for   the project is close to £12,000. We have applied for a lottery environment grant and are currently awaiting their decision.
Our project aims to connect various areas of the park, creating a safe and scenic route for walkers, dog walkers, joggers, and families alike. In pursuit of funding, we completed all the necessary paperwork for the lottery environment grant, gathering supporting documents and outlining the expected benefits for both biodiversity and public well-being. While we are hopeful that the grant will cover a significant portion of the costs, we are also considering alternative funding sources in case our application is not successful. The outcome of the grant application will inform our next steps and the project timeline. – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
c) 
d) Bonfire Night 2025 feedback and 2026 dates and price – Prices to be confirmed and date – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
e) Christmas Market responsibilities and income – Decided no help extra needed - RESOLVED
f) Update Coal Board - The Coal Board is evaluating options for tenure of the community garden, including freehold and lease arrangements, with the objective of maintaining access and supporting the seven-pond water system. A site visit is scheduled for next Tuesday at 11:00 am, involving Cllr J Funnell and experts from the Coal Board, to review boundaries and address any potential concerns. The purpose of this meeting is to determine the most suitable tenure arrangement to ensure the ongoing maintenance of the seven ponds and to meet the long-term requirements of the community garden. – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
g) Solar Farm Appeal – Averill Farm Planning as discussed Agenda point 06/11/2025 - RESOLVED
h) Community Grant £500 Over 60’s Christmas Party – Approved - RESOLVED
i) Community Grant £500 Morton Monkeys – Approved - RESOLVED
j) Percept 2026/2027 - Increase 75k - RESOLVED
k) Budget 2026/2027 – Discussed – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING

	
11/11/2025 Finance 


	Balance on statement £51,791.05 6th October 2025
a) Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	BACS
	A J Pike
	Salary September
	448.00
	448.00

	BACS
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	DD
	IONOS
	Support
	21.27
	25.52

	BACS
	British Legion 
	Wreaths
	100.00
	120.00

	DD
	NEDDC
	Dog waste and litter bins
	5,774.30
	6,929.16

	BACS
	Markovitz
	Cllr N Radford sports field
	55.02
	66.26

	BACS
	Markovitz
	Cllr N Radford Sports field
	100.17
	132.20

	BACS
	PKJ 
	External audit
	420.00
	504.00

	BACS
	Instant Ink 
	Printer
	6.75
	40.47

	BACS
	Post Office 
	Postage Stamps
	10.44
	10.44

	BACS
	Post Office 
	Postage
	3.90
	3.90

	BACS
	Timberfella
	Inv 390 
	465.00
	465.00

	BACS
	Wardman’s
	Gate 
	377.50
	453.00

	BACS
	Phenomenal fireworks
	Fireworks
	1771.87
	2,126.24

	BACS
	A J Pike
	Salary October
	448.00
	448.00

	BACS
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80






Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value

	NEDDC
	Percept
	32,621.00

	Tipsy Trotter
	
	40.00

	Betty Roe
	Wreath
	30.00

	
	
	


 

a) Bank reconciliation for period ending 6th October 2025
b) Budget for period ending 6th October 2025

Balance on statement £47,014.84 6th November 2025
b) Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	BACS
	A J Pike
	Salary September
	448.00
	448.00

	BACS
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	DD
	IONOS
	Support
	21.27
	25.52

	BACS
	Tesco
	June Bonsall Bedding Plants
	28.05
	28.05

	BACS
	
	Insurance 
	3,107.27
	3,107.27

	BACS
	EN Tie 
	Cable Ties
	26.54
	31.85

	BACS
	
	Morton Messenger
	333.52
	333.52

	1917
	CASH
	Float for Bonfire Night
	250.00
	250.00

	BACS
	Village Hall
	Community Grant
	500.00
	500.00

	BACS
	Morton Monkeys 
	Community Grant
	500.00
	500.00



Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value

	
	
	


 

c) Bank reconciliation for period ending 6th November 2025
d) Budget for period ending 6th November 2025

	
12/11/2025 Planning 

No Objections 

13/11/2025 DALC

a) October and November  

14/11/2025 Correspondence (all councillors in receipt of correspondence)

· NALC Newsletter
· DALC Newsletter
· NALC Events   
· NALC Chief executive Bulletin
· NE Development – Planning 
· District and Parish Liaison Meeting 
· Chief Executive Bulletin
· Links CVS
· Verge on Station Road
· PTCLF: Police & Crime Commissioner response
· Road Closure Order
· Local Plan Engagement - Southern Parishes.
· Solar Farm planning appeal
· Invitation to Parish Council Focus Group – NE Derbyshire Local Plan
· Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 8 December 2025
· NE Derbyshire Council - 25/00871/FL/Consultation Request
· Mobile Library Service 8 December 2025 – 27 February 2026


	15/11/2025 Reports from Parish Council Members on outside bodies.

a) Update Holy Cross Church – No update 
b) Update Morton Primary School- Classroom started and the next meeting in the new year   
c) Update Speed Watch – 2 over limit 1 Local, 1 not 
d) Update Village Hall – relocation of Morton Performing arts to Shirland 
e) Update on Village Hall Committee Meeting – minutes to be send to the clerk 


	16/11/2025 Any items for the meeting to be held on 21st January 2025 
a) Community Grant MCC
b) Fundraising 
c) Play Park equipment 

Meeting Closed 20.52pm






