Morton Parish Council Meeting 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall, Morton, Derbyshire, on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7.00pm
[bookmark: _Hlk504649976]Present Cllr N Radford, Cllr A Glenn Vice Chair, Cllr S Wright, Cllr S Barraclough, Cllr A Cooper, Cllr K Gilliott - North East Derbyshire, Cllr D Muizelaar – Derbyshire County Councillor and Amanda-Jayne Pike – Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 

In Attendance- Members of the public (33) 
	[bookmark: _Hlk536778126][bookmark: _Hlk6680599]01/09/2025- Apologies for Absence from Parish Councillors 
Cllr J Funnell Chair an Cllr P Kitcher  


	02/09/2025- Apologies for Absence from District and County Councillors 
[bookmark: _Hlk148707263]Cllr D Higgon– North East Derbyshire No apologies


	03/09/2025- Declaration of Members’ Interest 
Members are requested to declare the existence and nature of any disclosable pecuniary interest and/or other interest, not already on their register of interests, in any item on the agenda and withdraw from the meeting at the appropriate time, or to request a dispensation.



	04/09/2025- Public Speaking – (10 Minutes)
This is a summary of what was said at the meeting 
Since the Morton Parish Meeting in July attended by Charlotte Hill, Carol Wood, and Darren Muizelaar, they have collaborated with DCC Officers and John Funnell to thoroughly explore all possible funding options for the bus service. This included considering route adjustments, alternative providers, and seeking assistance from EMMCA; unfortunately, none of these avenues have yielded success. Other providers expressed either a lack of interest or provided cost estimates significantly exceeding that of the current provider's £200,000.
While Derbyshire County Council technically retains the authority to reinstate the service, longstanding debt constraints preclude them from absorbing the annual £200,000 expense. Solely funding the service through DCC would also be inequitable to other communities experiencing comparable service reductions and is therefore not a viable solution.
Responsibility for the transport budget has transitioned to EMMCA, which is currently managing a £2 million deficit. EMMCA has confirmed that, following the transition’s completion in April 2026, resources will not be available to support the Morton bus service.
Charlotte Hill and Carol Wood will represent Morton on the EMMCA board, and Cllr D Muizelaar is pursuing standby status to ensure continued involvement. They remain committed to advocating for the restoration of the bus service and to holding EMMCA accountable. Their efforts on this matter are ongoing.

Barry Allitt Managing director of CT4N joined the Councillors to explain How Dial-A-Bus works. He was accompanied by Elaine who works the phone and someone to help with the app questions.

Many questions were asked by the public regarding DDC decision and the Dial-A- Bus. The village will be leaflet dropped with information regarding the Dial-A- Bus    

Public speaking was 56 minutes 


Adjournment 19.56 – 20.11pm

05/09/2025- County Councillor Update or Questions 
Please see public speaking regarding 55 Bus. Cllr D Muizelaar wants to support the footpath and hedgerow projects within Morton.

	06/09/2025– District Councillor Update or Questions 


	Good news, no appeal so far for the solar farm. Application for lawful development certificate for a proposed for use of an existing dwelling for children's home for one young people aged between 9-18 With a maximum of two visiting support workers, it will remain as a C3 dwelling use at Averill Farm Evershill Lane Morton was declined. The local plan is no further forward.


	07/09/2025– Minutes – Approved

a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting 16th July 2025 - Approved


	08/09/2025- Exclusion of Press and Public

To determine whether any item on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded. If the Council decides to exclude the public, it will be necessary to pass a resolution in the following terms:
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, to consider a resolution to exclude the press and public from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss the item.”


	09/09/2025– Clerk Report - (including actions from previous meeting. All items discussed)

a) Crime figures – May (5)

	Area 
	Amount
	

	Oakview Gardens 
	1
	Violence and sexual offences 

	
	1
	Public Order

	Station Road 
	1
	Criminal Damage and Arson

	Maltby Ave
	1
	Public Order

	
	1
	Anti-social behaviour



Crime figures - June 

	Area
	Amount
	

	Westwood Gardens
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences 

	Bacchus Way
	1
	Violence and sexual Offences 

	
	1
	Drugs

	Main Road 
	3
	Public Order

	Church Lane 
	1
	Anti-Social behaviour 

	Stretton Rd
	1
	Public Order

	Evershill Lane 
	1
	Other Theft 

	
	1
	Violence and Sexual Offences 



b) Update Post Office Waiting Bay – Declined - RESOLVED
c) FS case 729540057 Trees overhanging Bus Shelter Morton Grange – Passed to Darren Muizelaar – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
d) Fence behind bus stop Station Rd cut back – Approved - RESOLVED
e) 106 email correspondence   - email sent with explanation - RESOLVED 
f)  Gov.uk email – to be investigated further – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING

10/09/2025 Items for Discussion / Approval 

a) Update on Sports field and Facebook comments - We are going to continue with the work being done on the sports field. Two days’ work was authorised at the cost of £1000. This is to create the footpath round the field and to replace a steel pipe in the ditch. Approved - RESOLVED
b) EPetition EPET427 response – See public speaking - RESOLVED
c) Playground inspection and Annual report – Repairs to be quoted for – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING
d) Play Park Equipment painting – Approved quote needed – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
e) Community Grant – Cricket Club Event £357.04 - RESOLVED
f) Community Grant – Wreaths - £120.00 - RESOLVED
g) Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam treatment update – letters to be sent to neighbouring properties – CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
h) New Street Car Park access for street residents – To be discuss with Mr Edson by the clerk - RESOLVED
i) Miner managers plaque security bolts £14.00 – Approved - RESOLVED
j) Parking on the pavement – Discussed PTSO need to be more involved, Cllr N Radford to follow up - RESOLVED
k) HMO’s in Morton – No representation - CARRIED FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING 
l) Locks for Notice Boards – Approved - RESOLVED
m) Morton Messenger Deadline 22nd September - RESOLVED

	
11/09/2025 Finance 


	Balance on statement £36,244.18 on the 4th July 2025

a) Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	DD
	IONOS 
	Annual Domain and Storage
	133.13
	159.76

	[bookmark: _Hlk523072802]BACS
	Norton 
	Anti-Virus
	24.91
	24.91

	001916
	Community Grant
	Morton Performing Arts
	500.00
	500.00

	Online
	Instant Ink 
	Jan – Sept 
	101.15
	121.40

	[bookmark: _Hlk7872215]DD
	DDC
	Lease of children’s play area
	60.00
	60.00

	BACS
	JP Tree works
	Work to TPO Sycamore and Horse Chestnut tree 
	850.00
	850.00

	BACS
	Burley Baskets
	Hanging baskets
	2338.00
	2805.60

	BACS
	Post Office 
	Postage 
	7.89
	7.89

	001915
	Tansley Barn
	Planter Sally Mason
	12.78
	12.78

	BACS
	Timberfella
	Invoice 362
	700.00
	700.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




	

Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value

	
	
	


 

a) Bank reconciliation for period ending 4th July 2025
b) Budget for period ending 4th July 2025


Balance on statement £34,144.98 on 6th August 2025

a) Cheques/ BACS payments for approval and signature 

	Cheque Number
	Supplier
	Description
	Net Amount £
	Gross Amount £

	DD
	1 & 1 IONOS
	Support and Mail storage
	21.27
	25.52

	Online
	A J Pike
	Salary
	448.80
	448.80

	Online
	A J Pike
	Salary
	448.80
	448.80

	online
	Timberfella
	Invoice 373
	565.00
	565.00

	Online
	TSSC (A J Pike)
	Overalls for spraying
	20.74
	24.89

	Online
	HRMC
	PAYE
	155.40
	155.40

	Online
	HRMC
	PAYE
	133.80
	133.80

	Online
	B&M (A J Pike)
	Bedding Plants
	35.42
	42.50

	Online
	DDC
	Road Closure
	200.00
	200.00

	Online
	Clay Cross DIY      (N Radford)
	Paint brush Gloss
	24.99
	24.99

	Online
	B&M (A J Pike) 
	Bedding Plants 
	9.60
	12.00

	Online
	Cllr N Radford  
	Corner Cuts Compost 
	17.50
	17.50

	
	
	
	
	



Income 

	Supplier
	Description
	Value

	
	
	


 

a) Bank reconciliation for period ending 6th August 2025
b) Budget for period ending 6th August 2025

12/09/2025 Planning 

No Objections 

13/09/2025 DALC

a) August and September 

14/09/2025 Correspondence (all councillors in receipt of correspondence)

· NALC Newsletter
· DALC Newsletter
· NALC Events   
· NALC Chief executive Bulletin
· NE Development – Planning 
· District and Parish Liaison Meeting 
· Chief Executive Bulletin
· Links CVS
· Removal of Safeguarding Directions on the former eastern leg of Phase 2b of HS2.
· Informal Engagement with Parish and Town Councils during the Local Plan process – Southern
· Promoting Flood Wardens & Community Response Plan
· Proposed changes to councils in Derby and Derbyshire – Consultation
· Mobile Library Routes
· Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 15 September 2025
· Morton-wildlife Walk and sports ground facility
· Annual Independent Play Area Inspection Report (2025)
· Consultation: Draft Successful Healthy Places Supplementary Planning Document
· REMINDER - Invitation to the Severn Trent Community Roadshow - Investment in Derbyshire @ Carsington Water - Tuesday 23rd September 2025 between 17:00 - 18:45
· potential funding
· EPetition EPET427 response


	15/09/2025 Reports from Parish Council Members on outside bodies.

a) Update Holy Cross Church – No update
b) Update Morton Primary School- No update 
c) Update Speed Watch – 2 new people to help. Session to be organised 
d) Update Village Hall – No update 
e) Update on Village Hall Committee Meeting – Christmas market was discussed regarding stall holders 


	16/09/2025 Any items for the meeting to be held on 15th October 2025 

a) Meeting time to go to 7pm
b) Field invoices 
c) Dog waste Bins
d) Nat West Charges 

Meeting Closed 20.57pm






